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About the Investigator and His Research in Forgiveness

Dr. Ervin Staub is Professor of Psychology at the University of Massachusetts,
Ambherst, and Director of the Ph.D. concentration on The psychology of peace and the
prevention of violence. He has studied helping behavior and altruism, including their
development in children (with lectures and workshop for parents and teachers on how to
raise caring and non-aggressive children), the passivity of bystanders, as well as the
origins of genocide and mass killing, healing after mass violence and reconciliation. His
books include The Roots of Evil: The Origins of Genocide and Other Group Violence,
(1989) and the Psychology of Good and Evil: Why Children, Adults, and Groups Help
and Harm Others (2003). Since 1998, he has been conducting varied projects in Rwanda
on healing, reconciliation and the prevention of new violence.
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